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Especially today, food is one of the main factors at the center of interstate relations, policies, strategies
for the future, and global and regional cooperation. Because, especially in response to climate change
and rapidly increasing population, insufficient resources bring countries face to face with a dilemma.
The book The Politics of Food Security: Asian and Middle Eastern Strategies, edited by Sara
Bazoobandi, tries to draw attention to global food security through the countries chosen by the authors
from Asia and the Middle East. After Bazoobandi's general explanations on food safety, the book is
analyzed in 10 chapters, each of which is handled by a different author. However, taken as a whole, the
food safety problem, possible solutions, partnerships and disagreements that can be developed against
the problems are discussed in the book. While focusing on the main subject of "-food safety" in each

chapter of the book, differences in terms of countries and regions were brought to the problem.

In the book, which deals with the general food problems in the world, many factors that threaten global
food security are examined. The prominent of these factors are the increasing population, the increasing
food demand and the supply that cannot keep up with the demand, as well as the serious damage caused
by global climate change and natural disasters, limited and decreasing resources, changes in
consumption culture, poverty and conflicts. In this direction, disproportionate increases in food prices
turn into a threat to individuals and governments in terms of food security. These fundamental issues
are highlighted in almost every chapter in the book. In this direction, the effort of the book to deal with

the basic building blocks of the food safety problem draws attention.

The 2008 food crisis is covered in nearly every chapter of the book. With the crisis, while the supply

decreased considerably in the world, with the increase in demand and high food prices, a major blow
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was dealt to the globality of food by prohibiting the export of food products or applying high quotas. As
a matter of fact, as it is also mentioned in the book, the infrastructure of the 2008 crisis, especially the
increase in the use of biofuels in developed countries, the increase in the global demand for grain and
the decrease in the supply, the large increase in red meat consumption (especially the emphasis on red
meat consumption in diets), the increase in fuel, labor and other expense costs. factors such as

The importance of nutrition, which was added to the definition of food safety in 2009, for the future of
the world is sufficiently emphasized in the book. As a matter of fact, the devotion of a section only to
the subject of nutrition can be seen as an indicator of this. The reason for such great importance placed
on nutrition is; If people cannot be fed well from infancy, health problems may arise, there may be no
effective work, a person's productivity may decrease, and this may initiate a series of disasters that can
have an impact from the smallest individual to the whole society and even to the whole world. In the
book, the consequences of malnutrition and unhealthy diet are sufficiently mentioned by the author. In
addition, the need to reduce global waste and urgent aid to countries fighting hunger and to countries
with nutritional problems are also mentioned. Therefore, one of the most important tasks of the
developing and globalizing world is to consider healthy and adequate nutrition a global responsibility.

At the beginning of the solution suggestions offered by the book on food security in general, the
development of urban agriculture, the storage of strategic products with international coordination,
global cooperation in eliminating hunger on a global basis, and as a result, trying to prevent health
problems based on nutritional deficiency. In the same direction, the importance of carefully monitoring
and controlling the rapidly increasing use of genetically modified products, increasing the quality of
food production with genetic engineering, increasing the sensitivity to the use of water in agriculture,
and the importance of financial and logistics services to increase agricultural production are other
solution suggestions that are underlined. . Urban agriculture is presented as a project that is especially
emphasized and that we need to carry out carefully for our future. There is a lot of interest in urban
agriculture, which has just begun to be interested in the period when the book was published. Urban
agriculture, whose benefits are mostly mentioned in the book, is a very useful practice. Because it both
accelerates the access of people living in cities to fresh food and increases the job opportunities of the
poor in the cities. It also helps to prevent supply problems by easing the burden of rural production in
agricultural production. But of course, there are also problems of urban agriculture. For example, the
risk of contamination by urban wastes and industrial chemicals with crops and irrigation, and hence the
increase in diseases as a result, is undeniable. The book focuses largely on the benefits of urban
agriculture. Examples of urban agricultural practices in Asian countries are examined and their benefits
are tried to be reinforced. However, the point that is not mentioned in the book is that the use of water

has reached serious levels with urban agriculture and unconscious agriculture is practiced (in places
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close to industrial areas). In order to be protected from these two serious dangers of urban agriculture,

necessary inspections must be made by the states.

In the book, it is underlined that as a solution to ensure food security for the Middle East countries, it is
necessary to abandon the way of purchasing agricultural lands abroad and to use the land lease method
in that region. The United Arab Emirates' investments in Pakistan and Saudi Arabia's agricultural
investments in Sudan are shown as examples. It is emphasized that leasing would be a more logical
choice than directly purchasing the land. Because by leasing, the reaction of the local people can be
minimized, and imports can be partially secured by paying high rental fees. In addition, increasing the
storage of strategic products is among the basic recommendations. Although country-based solutions to
the issue of food safety are presented in the book, it is considered that most of these solutions will be
valid for almost all countries. For example, it is essential for every country to increase the reserve and
protection of strategic foods offered for Middle Eastern countries, and to establish reliable import
networks. Because although it is not clearly stated in the book, no country today has the climate or
economic capacity to produce all of its needs. Therefore, regional and international contacts should be
tried to be secured by making the necessary studies regarding the products to be imported.

Supply-demand balance and demand problems are not covered in the book, but are notable issues not
only for Asia and the Middle East, but also globally. It is considered that one of the underlying causes
of the volatility in food prices is the supply-demand imbalance. Today, food waste, especially in
developed countries, is at high levels in the Middle East and Asian countries mentioned in the book.
According to the 2021 United Nations (UN) Environment Program Food Waste Index Report, China is
at the top of food waste. In addition, 10 of the 20 countries at the top of the list are located in the Asia
and Middle East region. The problem of the increasing problem of access to clean drinking water and
cleaning materials in Asia has not been sufficiently addressed in the book. The problem of access to
clean drinking water is a serious problem, especially in Asian countries such as Indonesia and Cambodia.
For the Middle East region, it can be argued that the most important problem that is not addressed in the
book is the lack of regional cooperation. Although they have similar soil structure, climate and socio-
cultural structure, the countries of the region do not act together sufficiently in many areas such as

transportation, infrastructure, and a common emergency aid center.

As mentioned in the book, for food security relations between Asia and the Middle East, Asians
cooperate on many issues as they see Middle Eastern countries as a very important actor in ensuring
their energy security (natural gas, oil). In the same way, if we look at the common relations from the
point of view of the Middle East, the R&D and technological supports from the great states such as
Japan, South Korea and China, which contribute to the technological development, have a very

important place in terms of the food security of the geography. Because the inconsistencies of western
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states in technology transfer (the West's suspension of military and economic relations from time to time
by asserting human rights) increases the importance of Asian countries in this regard. However, the fact
that all relations can be suspended in a national, regional or global crisis is one of the most important
results of the 2008 crisis. Because they do not have arable land and have an arid climate, Middle Eastern
countries have a very weak hand in emergencies such as international famine and war. Therefore, they

have to maximize the use of technology in agriculture as soon as possible and maximize profitability.

This book, which makes a regional analysis on food safety, has contributed to the literature by making
a country-based evaluation on the development of food safety in the 2000s and especially on the 2008
food crisis and the solution proposals for the future. It is thought that it will be a very useful book for
those who want to have information on the past and present of food security in the Middle East and
Asia. In addition, it is expected that the book will create ideas for future agricultural investments with
the solution suggestions and advisory ideas.

Kitap Kritigi Tiirkce Cevirisi

Gida, 6zellikle giiniimiizde, devletlerarasi iliskilerin, politikalarin, gelecege yonelik stratejilerin, kiiresel
ve bolgesel isbirliklerinin merkezinde yer alan baslica etmenlerden biridir. Ciinkii 6zellikle iklim
degisikligi ve hizla artan niifusa karsilik yetersiz kaynaklar, iilkeleri bir agmazla karst karsiya
getirmektedir. Sara Bazoobandi’nin editorliigiinii yaptig1 yapilan The Politics of Food Security: Asian
and Middle Eastern Strategies adl1 kitap genel olarak, yazarlarin Asya ve Ortadogu’dan sectigi tilkeler
tizerinden, kiiresel gida giivenligine dikkat ¢ekmeye calismaktadir. Kitap Bazoobandi’nin gida
giivenligine dair genel agiklamalarindan sonra her biri farkli bir yazar tarafindan ele alinan 10 boliim
halinde incelenmistir. Ancak bir biitiin olarak ele aldigimizda, kitapta gida giivenligi problemi,
muhtemel ¢oziimler, sorunlara karsi gelistirilebilecek ortakliklar ve anlagsmazliklar ele alinmigtir.
Kitabin her béliminde ana konu olan “’gida giivenligi’’ {izerinde yogunlasilirken soruna, tilkeler ve

bolgeler agisindan yasanan farkliliklar getirilmistir.

Diinya {izerindeki genel gida sorunlarinin ele alindig1 kitapta kiiresel gida giivenligini tehdit eden pek
¢ok unsur incelenmistir. S6z konusu unsurlarin 6ne g¢ikanlari, artan niifus, buna bagli olarak artan gida
talebi ve talebin hizina yetisemeyen arzin yani sira, kiiresel iklim degisikligi ve dogal afetlerin liretime
verdigi ciddi zararlar, sinirli ve azalan kaynaklar, tiketim kiiltiiriindeki degisimler, yoksulluk ve
catigmalar yer almaktadir. Bu dogrultuda gida fiyatlarindaki orantisiz artiglar da gida giivenligi agisindan
bireyler ve hiikiimetler nezdinde tehdit olgusuna doniismektedir. Kitapta bu temel sorunlar neredeyse
her bolumde alt1 gizilerek vurgulanmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda, kitabin gida giivenligi sorunun temel yapi

taslarin1 ele almadaki ¢abasi dikkat ¢ekmektedir.

2008 gida krizi, kitabin neredeyse her boliimiinde ele alinmaktadir. Krizle birlikte diinyada arz oldukca

diiserken, talebin artmasi ve gida fiyatlarinin ¢ok yiikselmesiyle iilkeler nezdinde gida iiriinleri
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ihracatina yasaklar ya da yiiksek kotalar uygulanarak gidanin kiireselligine biiyiik bir darbe vurulmustur.
Nitekim kitapta da yer verildigi lizere 2008 krizinin alt yapisini, 6zellikle gelismis iilkelerde biyoyakat
kullaniminin artmasi, kiiresel tahil ihtiyacinin artmasi ve arzin azalmasi, kirmizi et tikketiminin biiyiik
oranda artis1 (0zellikle diyetlerde kirmiz1 et tiiketimine 6nem verilmesi), yakit, is¢ilik ve diger gider

masraflarinin artmasi gibi etmenler olusturmustur.

2009 yilinda gida giivenligi tanimina eklenen beslenmenin, diinyanin gelecegi i¢in ne denli biiyiik
oneme sahip oldugu kitapta yeterince vurgulanmaktadir. Nitekim sadece beslenme konusuna bir
boliimiin ayrilmasi bunun bir gostergesi olarak gortlebilir. Beslenmeye yiiklenen bu denli buyiik nemin
sebebi; eger insanlar bebeklikten itibaren iyi beslenemezse, saglik sorunlari bag gosterebilir, etkin
calisma olmayabilir, kisinin verimliligi diisebilir, bu da en kiiglik bireyden tiim topluma ve dahi tum
diinyaya tesiri olabilecek bir felaketler silsilesini baglatabilir. Kitapta yetersiz beslenme ve sagliksiz
beslenmenin sonuglari yazar tarafindan yeterince bahsedilmistir. Ayrica kiiresel israfin azaltilmasi ve
aclikla savasan iilkelere ve beslenme sorunu yasayan iilkelere yapilmasi gereken acil yardimlara da
deginilmektedir. Dolayisiyla gelisen, kiiresellesen Diinya’nin en mithim gorevlerinden biri de, saglikli

ve yeterli beslenmeyi kiiresel bir sorumluluk adletmektir.

Kitabin genel olarak gida giivenligine dair sunmus oldugu ¢6ziim Onerilerinin basinda, kentsel tarimin
gelistirilmesi, stratejik iirlinlerin uluslararasi koordinasyon ile birlikte depolanmasi, kiiresel bazda
aclhigin ortadan kaldirilmast konusunda kiiresel isbirligi ve bunun bir sonucu olarak da beslenme
eksikligine dayali saglik sorunlarinin 6niine ge¢cmeye calisma gelmektedir. Yine ayni dogrultuda,
giiniimiizde hizla artan genetigi degistirilmig {irlin kullanimin dikkatle izlenmesi ve kontrol altina
almmasi, genetik miithendisligi ile birlikte gida iiretim kalitesinin arttirilmasi, tarimda su kullanimina
kars1 hassasiyetin arttirilmasi ve finansal ve lojistik hizmetlerin tarimsal iiretimin arttirimasina fayda
saglamasinin 6nemi de alt1 ¢izilen diger ¢oziim Onerileridir. Kentsel tarim &zellikle vurgulanan ve
gelecegimiz i¢in dikkatle yiiriitmemiz gereken bir proje olarak sunulmaktadir. Kitabin yayimlandigi
siiregte heniiz yeni ilgi duyulmaya baslanan kentsel tarima, giinimiizde oldukea ilgi duyulmaktadir.
Kitapta da ¢ogunlukla faydalarindan bahsedilen kentsel tarim bahsedildigi gibi olduk¢a faydali bir
uygulamadir. Cilinkii hem sehirlerde yasayan insanlarin taze gidaya erigimini hizlandirir hem de
kentlerdeki yoksullarm is imkanini arttirir. Ayrica tarimsal tretimdeki koysel tretim yUkind
hafifleterek, arz sikintilarinin da 6niine gegmeye yardimer olur. Ancak elbette sehirsel tarimin sikintilar
da mevcuttur. Ornegin, sehirsel atiklarin ve endiistriyel kimyasallarin, mahsullere ve sulamaya bulasma
riski ve dolayisiyla bunun sonucu olarak hastaliklarin artmasi ihtimali de yadsinamayacak bir durumdur.
Kitapta sehirsel tarimin biiylik oranda faydalar gozetilerek lizerinde durulmaktadir. Asya tilkelerindeki
sehirsel tarim uygulamalarindan ornekler incelenerek, faydalart pekistirilmeye ¢alisilmaktadir. Ancak
kitapta deginilmeyen husus ise, sehirsel tarim ile birlikte su kullaniminin ciddi boyutlara ulagsmasi ve

bilingsiz tarim yapilmasidir (endiistriyel alanlara yakin yerlerde). Kentsel tarimin bu iki ciddi
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tehlikesinden korunmak icin, devletler nezdinde mutlaka gerekli denetlemelerin yapilmasi
gerekmektedir.

Kitapta agirlikla Ortadogu iilkeleri icin gida giivenligini saglamaya yonelik ¢6ziim olarak yurt disinda
tarim alanlar1 satin alma yolundan vazgecip o bolgede arazi kiralama ydntemine bagvurulmasi
gerektiginin altt cizilmektedir. Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri’nin Pakistan’daki yatirimlart ve Suudi
Arabistan’in Sudan’daki tarimsal yatirimlari 6rnek gosterilmektedir. Kiralamanin araziyi dogrudan satin
almadan daha mantikli bir tercih olacagi vurgulanmaktadir. Ciinkii kiralama yaparak, hem bdlge
halkinin tepkisi minimize edilebileceginden, hem de yiiksek kiralama ticretleri 6denerek ithalat kismen
de olsa giivence altina alinabilecektir. Ayrica stratejik {irlinlerin depolanmasinin arttirilmasi da temel
Oneriler arasinda yer almaktadir. Kitapta gida giivenligi konusuna iilke bazli ¢oziimler sunulsa da, bu
¢oziimlerin pek gogunun hemen hemen biitiin iilkeler agisindan gecerli olacagi degerlendirilmektedir.
Ornegin, Ortadogu iilkeleri i¢in sunulan stratejik gidalarin rezervini ve korunmasim arttirmak, giivenilir
ithalat aglar1 olugturmak her iilke i¢in elzemdir. Zira kitapta agik¢a ifade edilmese de, giiniimiizde higbir
tilke ihtiyaclarmin tamamini tiretebilecek iklime ya da ekonomik kapasiteye sahip degildir. Dolayisiyla
ithalat yapilacak tUriinlerle ilgili, gerekli calismalar yapilarak, bolgesel ve uluslararasi temaslar giivence

altina alinmaya calisilmalidir.

Arz-talep dengesi ve talep sikintisi kitapta {lizerine diisilmeyen ancak yalnizca Asya ve Ortadogu i¢in
degil kiiresel agidan dikkate deger bir konudur. Gida fiyatlarindaki oynakligin temelinde yatan
sebeplerden birinin de arz-talep dengesizligi oldugu degerlendirilmektedir. Giiniimiizde ozellikle
gelismis tilkelerde yasanan gida israfi, kitapta bahsedilen Ortadogu ve Asya tlkelerinde de yuksek
seviyelerde seyretmektedir. 2021 Birlesmis Milletler (BM) Cevre Programi Gida Israfi Endeks
Raporuna gore Cin gida israfinda zirvede yer almaktadir. Ayrica listenin en baginda yer alan 20 {ilkeden
10’u Asya ve Ortadogu bolgesinde yer almaktadir. Asya’da, temiz igme suyu ve temizlik malzemelerine
erigim sikintisinin giin gegtikce artmasi sorunu da kitapta yeterince lizerinde durulmamistir. Temiz igme
suyuna erisim sorunu 6zellikle Endonezya, Kambogya gibi Asya iilkelerinde varligini gosteren ciddi bir
sorundur. Ortadogu bdlgesi igin ise kitapta iizerinde durulmayan en 6nemli sorunun yetersiz, bolgesel
is birligi eksikligi oldugu iddia edilebilir. Benzer toprak yapisina, iklime, sosyo-kiiltiirel yapiya sahip
olmalaria ragmen bdlge iilkelerinin ulagim, altyapi, ortak bir acil yardim merkezi gibi bir¢ok alanda
yeterince birlikte hareket etmemektedir.

Kitapta da bahsedildigi iizere, Asya-Ortadogu arasinda gida glivenligi iliskileri i¢in, Asyalilar, Ortadogu
iilkelerini enerji glivenliklerini (dogalgaz, petrol) saglamada ¢ok 6nemli bir aktor olarak gérdiiklerinden
bir¢ok konuda is birligi yapmaktadirlar. Ayni sekilde ortak iligskilere Ortadogu agisindan bakarsak,
teknolojik gelisime katki saglayan Japonya, Giiney Kore, Cin gibi biiylik devletlerden gelen ar-ge ve

teknolojik destekler, cografyanin gida giivenligi agisindan ¢ok dnemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Ciinkii batili
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devletlerin teknoloji transferindeki tutarsizliklar1 (Bati’nin insan haklarini 6ne siirerek, zaman zaman
askeri ekonomik iligkileri askiya almasi) Asya iilkelerinin bu konudaki énemini arttirmaktadir. Ancak
yine de ulusal, bolgesel ya da kiiresel bir kriz aninda tiim iligkilerin askiya alinabilecegi gergegi 2008
krizinin bize gosterdigi en 6nemli sonuglardan biridir. Zira tarima elverisli araziye sahip olmadiklar1 ve
kurak bir iklime sahip oldugu i¢in Ortadogu iilkelerinin uluslararasi kitlik, savag gibi acil durumlarda
eli hayli zayiftir. Bu yiizden bir an 6nce tarimda teknoloji kullanimini en {ist seviyelere getirerek,

karliligin maksimizasyonunu saglamak zorundadirlar.

Gida giivenligi iizerine bolgesel bir inceleme yapan bu kitap, gida giivenliginin 2000’li yillardaki
gelisimi ve Ozellikle 2008 gida krizi ve sonrasinda gelecek icin ¢dziim Onerileri iizerine iilke bazli bir
degerlendirme yaparak literatiire katki saglamistir. Ortadogu ve Asya’daki gida gilivenliginin diinii ve

bugiinii lizerinde bilgi sahibi olmak isteyenler igin oldukga faydali bir kitap olacag: diisliniilmektedir.
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